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NEWSWIRE

ASG acquires fire co to expand in Dallas
By Martha Entwistle - 03.08.2007

BELTSVILLE, Md.--In a move that will "really build out our [Dallas] integration hub," ASG
announced March 2, the acquisition of Abbot Security of Dallas.

Ralph Masino, ASG's chief financial officer, described the deal as a "model transaction”
that "adds density to the existing market and significant fire capability to our Dallas
operation."
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Abbot specializes in large commercial fire integration projects and also has traditional
burglar alarm accounts. The company brings 5,200 customers and $135,000 in RMR.
Dallas is now ASG's biggest branch, with $750,000 in RMR.

"It's a 10-year-old company that's homegrown with an account base that was built in the
right way, one customer at a time and who are very loyal," said Bob Ryan, ASG vice
president of sales and marketing. Abbot has "design, project managers, a very
experienced fire staff. The acquisition will allow us to take on larger projects and spin
[Abbot's fire customers] into our specialty, big security integration projects."

Abbot's 24 employees, including former owner Kelly Gill, have joined ASG. Gill is leading
fire sales in the Dallas market for ASG.

Abbot was not looking to be acquired. "Rory Russell [of Acquisition Funding Services]
was instrumental in getting the seller to come out of the woodwork," Ryan said.

Russell sourced the transaction and represented the seller in the deal.

http://www.securitysystemsnews.com/index.php?p=article&id=ss200703d7DdPY
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Gill said, "Until | started talking to Joe [Nuccio, chief executive officer of ASG] and Ralph,
| worried about keeping the structure of company together, but the more I got to talking
with them, the more | realized it would be a good match."

Gill and the other former Abbot employees are in the process of moving into ASG's
Dallas branch office.

ASG's focus has been on developing the competency and resources of its three hubs in
Texas and the Mid-Atlantic region. In the next 24 months, Ryan said, with the built-in
capability for sales, design, installation and service in each of these hubs, the plans are
to further build its commercial integrated services.

Speaking at the March 6 and 7 Security Growth Conference in Santa Monica, Calif., ASG
CEO Nuccio said ASG expects to hit $3 million in RMR in 2007. "Our sweet spot is in that
commercial engineered system, $25,000 to $150,000 [projects] is a nice place to play in,"
he said. "We're not going to do airports, but we'll do some pretty large projects, we're
very structured in our fire business. We have a good, efficient commercial channel.”

Sam Pfeifle contributed to this report.
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Over the past year, a number
of camera manufacturers
have joined a select few
industry leaders and moved
analytics and processing to
the edge of the network, to the
camera itself, creating
intelligent cameras that take
the place of servers, offer new
scalability and require just a
fraction of the bandwidth.
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May 2007

9-10 GovSec
The Washington Convention
Center, Washington, DC. For
more information visit
www.govsecinfo.com.

June 2007

3-7 NFPA World Safety
Conference and Expo
Location: Boston Convention
and Exposition Center Bostor
MA.
Contact: 1-888-397-6209 or

visit www.nfpa.org/wsce

7 Northeast Security &

Systems Contractors Expo
Royal Plaza Trade Center in
Marlborough, MA. For more
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